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SPEECH 


8 CID 4: 42 2 
RIGHT HON. WILLIAM: err 
— 6 
Film Houle of Commons, 


Janvany 3, 1790 


45 


Pe oq 
S _ — 


The Order of the Day being read for taking 
His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Meſſage into 
Conſideration, the SpEAK ER read the Mefs | 
3 : ; 


R. PITT then roſe, and faid—Sir, when 
I propoſed to the Houſe, the laſt time 


this ſubject was before them, to fix this day 
for the further conſideration of the Meſſage, 
I certainly indulged the hope that the reſult. 
of a ſimilar communication which had been 
made to the Parliament of Ireland would have 


been more favourable to a -meafyre which 1 
A 2 cConſider 


; | | 
1 eonſider to be of the greateſt importance, as 
\| connected with the power, the ſtability, and 
the general welfare of the Empire, with the 
| immediate utterefts of bath Kingdoms, and 
| more particularly with the peace, the tranquil. 
| lity, and the _ of Ireland: in this hope, 
| Jam ſorry to ſay, I Ifve'for the preſent been 


diſappointed, by the proceedings of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, or rather in the Iriſh Houſe 
of Commons, of which we have been inform- 
ed ſince this ſubject was before under conſide- 
ration. I feel and know that the Parliament 
of Ireland ꝑoſſeſs the power, the entire com. 
petence to accept of or to reject a propofition "IP 
of this nature—a power which I am by no 
means: inclined to diſpute; ' I fee that at the 
reſent moment one Houſe of Parliament in. 
. — has expreſſed a repugnance, even to 
| the conſideration of this — Feeling, 
Sir, as 1 do, that this meaſure is important, 
| not only as it tends to the general proſperity. 
| of the Empire of Great Britain, but (what 


| under every ſituation, muſt always be to me 
, an object of the greateſt moment) feeling that 
it was deſigned and calculated to increaſe the 


| proſperity and enſure the ſafety of Ireland, 

I muſt have ſeen with the deepeſt regret that, 

at the very ſirſt moment, and before the na- 

tyre of the meaſure could be known, it was 

fo received, But whatever may have been 

. my feelings upon this ſubject, knowing that 

| it is the undoubted right of the Legiſlature of 

bed to reject or to adopt ſuch meaſures as E 

may appear te them. ujurious or ent 


+ 
8 
of 22424 


1 


far be it from me to ſpeak of that Legiſlatur 
but with the greateſt reſpect. I am by no 
means inclined to preſs any ſentiment, how- 


| ever calculated it may appear to me to benefit 


every member of the Empire, which may lead 
to hoſtile diſcuſſion between two Kingdoms, 
whoſe mutual "happineſs and fatety depend 
upon their being ſtrictly and cordially united. 
But while I reſpe& the Parliament of Ireland, 
and the individuals who compoſe it, I feel 
-that, as a Member of the Parliament of Great. 
Britain, J have a Right to exerciſe, and 2 
Duty to perform. That Duty is to expreſs, a 
diſtinctly as I can, the general nature and out- 
line of that Plan, which, in my conſcience, 1 
think tends in the ſtrongeſt manner to enſure 
the ſafety and the . of both King 

. ; | 


II 1 can Catisfy the Parliament af this Cont 
r of the propriety and beneficial nature af 
this Meaſure, even while I feel that there is no 
chance for its adoption, While the Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland view the ſubject in the 
light they do at preſent, I do not think that 
1 — ht on that account to abſtain from ſub- 
mitting it to the conſideration of this Parlia- 
Hament; on the contrary, I think it the more 
neceſſary to ſtate the grounds upon which it 
appears to me entitled to the approbation of 
the Legiſlature, and that I ſhould diſtinctly 
explain the nature and outline of the Meaſure, 
if Parliament, when it is in poſſeſſion of the. 
TY * which this Plan is W and af 
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it is founded upon fair, juſt, and equitable 
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6 
its general outline, ſhould be of opinion that 


principles, calculated to produce mutual ad- 
vantages to the two Kingdoms ;-—if Parliament, 
I fay, upon full explanation, and after mature 


_ deliberation, ſhould be of that opinion, I 


ſhould propaſe that its determination ſhould 
remain recorded as that by which the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain were ready to abide, 
leaving it to the Legiſlature of Ireland to reject © 
or to adopt hereafter, ppon a full conſidera- 
tion of the ſubject. There is no man that wil 

deny that in a great queſtion of this nature, 
involving in it objects which, in the firſt in- 


ſtance, are more Itkely to be decided upon by 


paſſion than by judgment, in a queſtion in 
which an honeſt but mittaken ſenſe of Na- 


tional Pride is fo likely to operate, that muck 


miſconſtruction and miſconception muſt ine- 
vitably happen. It therefore becomes the 
more neceſlary that the intentions of the Gq- 
vernment which propoſes the meaſure, and 


the principles of the meaſure itſelf ſhould be _ 


diſtinctly underſtood. But, Sir, in ſtating 
that intention and thoſe principles, J look to 
ſomething more than a mere vindication of 
Government for having propoſed the mea: 


fare. 1 do entertain a conſidence, even unden 


the apparent diſcouragement of the opinion 


expreſſed by the Iriſh Houſe, of Commons, 


this meaſure is founded upon ſuch clear, ſuch 
cemonſtrable-grounds of utility, is ſo calcu- 
teal to add to P power of the 
Empire, in which the ſafety of _— is in- 

f 1 "Sx | . lu led, 


of that Country are deci 


. 


8 eluded, and from which it never can be "I 
parated, and is attended with fo many ad- 


vantages to Ireland in particular, that all that 


- can be neceſſary for its ultimate adoption is, 
that it ſhould be ſtated diſtinctly, temperately, 
und fully, and that it ſhould be left to the 
unprejudiced, the diſpaſſionate, the ſober 
judgment of the Parliament of Ireland. 


I wiſh that thoſe whoſe intereſts are in- 


volved in this meaſure ſhould have time for 
its conſideration;— I wiſh that time ſhould be 
given to the Landed, to the Monied Intereſt, 
hat they ſhould look at it in all its bearings, 
and that they ſhould coolly examine and fift 
the popular arguments by which it has been 
oppoſed, and that then they ſhould give their 
final judgment. I am the more encouraged 
in this hope of the ultimate ſucceſs of. this. 
meaſure, when I ſee, notwithſtanding all the 
prejudices which it has excited, that barely 
more than one-half of the Houſe of Commons 


were adverſe to it, and that in the other Houſe 


of Parliament in Ireland, which contains ſo 
large a portion of the property of that King- 
dom, it was approved of by a large majority— 
when I obſerve that a large part of the People 
q | edly in favour of it, 
and that much of the Manufacturing, and of 
the Commercial Intereſt of Ireland, have ſhewfx 
how much they think it calculated to promote 


their advantage, I think when it is more de- 


liberately examined, and when it is ſeen with 
what temper it is propoſed, that-it will ſtill 


terminate in that which can alone be a fortu 
nate reſult. It would be vain indeed to hope, 


_ that a propoſition upon which prejudices are 
Jo likely to operate, and which is ſo liable to 


miſconception, ſhould be unanimouſly ap- 
proved. But the approbation I hope for is 
that of the Parliament of Ireland, and of the 
intelligent part of the Public of that Coun- 
try. It is with a view to this object that T- 
think it my duty to bring this meaſure for. 
ward at preſent, not for the ſake of urging. 
its immediate adoption, but that it may be 
known and recorded; that the intention of 


the Britiſh Parliament may be known, in the 


hope that it will produce ſimilar ſentiments 


among our Countrymen in Ireland. — With 


this view it is my intention not to go at pre- 


ſent into any detailed ſtatement of the Plan, 


becauſe ſhould it _—_— be adopted, the- 
minuter youu muſt neceſſarily become the 
objects of much diſtin difcufſion ; but to 
give ſuch a general ſtatement of the nature 


of the meaſure as will enable the Houſe to 


form a corre& judgment upon it. I ſhall 
therefore, Sir, before I ſit down, open to the 
Houſe a ſtring of Reſolutions, compriling the 
general heads of this Plan. It will be neceſ- 


fary for me, for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing 


thoſe Reſolutions, to move that the Houſe 
do reſolve itſelf into a Committee. I have 


already ſtated, that it is not my intention to 


preſs the Committee to come to an immediatg@ 
deciſion upon the Reſolutions ; but if, upon 
full and deliberate examination, the Houſe 
1 P 
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ſhould approve of the Reſolutions which I 
ſhall have the honour to propoſe, and which 
contain as much as is neceſſary for an outline 
of the Plan, my opinion is, that nothing can 
contribute more to obviate any doubts and 

diffatisfaction which may exiſt, than that Par- 
Hament ſhould adopt thoſe Reſolutions, and 
that it ſhould then humbly lay them at the 
foot of the Throne; leaving it for His Ma- 
eſty to lay them before the Parliament of 
reland, whenever circumſtances ſhould appear 
favourable to ſuch a Meaſure. I ſhall there-' 
fore, Sir, proceed as 8 can to ſtate 
to the Houſe the nature of the Reſolutions, 
and of the Addreſs which I ſhall propoſe to 
accompany them, if it ſhould be the pleaſure 


» * 


of the Houſe to adopt them. 


Having now, Sir, explained to the Houſe | 
the mode I mean to purſue, and my reaſoni 
for perſiſting, under the preſent circumſtances, 
in ſubmitting them to the conſideration of 
Parliament, 1 will endeavour to ſtate the ge- 
neral grounds of the meaſure itſelf ; the ge- 
neral arguments by which it is recommended, 
and to give a ſhort view of the particulars of 
the Plan.—As to the general principle upon 
which the whole of this meaſure is founded, 
I am happy to obſerve, from what paſſed upon 
a former occaſion, that there is not a proba- 
bility of any difference of opinion. The ge- 
neral principle, to which both ſides of the 
Houſe perfectly acceded, is, that a perpetual 
connexion between Great Britain and Ireland 


all its great natural Reſources, and of 


10 
was effential to the intereſts of both. The 
only Hon. Gentleman who, when this ſubject 
| was before the Houſe on a former day, oppoſ- 
ed the conſideration of the Plan ous er, 
i 


ſtated, in terms as ſtrong as I could wiſh, the 


_ neceſlity of preſerving the ſtricteſt connexion 


between the two Countries. I moſt cordially 
agree with him in that opinion, but I wiſh to 


add to it, that I do not barely wiſh for the 


maintenance of that connexion as tending to 
add to the general ſtrength of the Empire, but 
I with for the maintenance of it with a regard 
to the local intereſts of Ireland, with a regard 


to every thing that can give to Ireland its due 


weight and importance as a great member of 
the Empire. I wiſh for it with a view of giv- 
ing to that Country the means of Ong 

giving 
it a full participation of all thoſe bleſſings 


which in this Country we enjoy. Conſidering 


the ſubject in this point of view, and aflum- 
ing it as a propoſition not to be controverted, 
that it is the duty of thoſe who wiſh to pro- 
mote the Intereſt and Proſperity of both 


Countries, to maintain the ſtrongeſt con- 


nexion between them, let me aſk what is the 
fituation of Affairs that has called us to the 
diſcuſſion of this ſubject : — This very con- 
nexion, the neceſlity of which has been admit- 
ted on all hands, has been attacked by Fo- 
reign Enemies, and by Domeſtic Traitors. 
The diflolution of that connexion is the great 
object of the hoſtility of the common Ene- 
mies of both Countries, it is almoſt the only 
"X54! a 7 | remaining 


N ä 
remaining hope with which they continue the 
conteſt. Baffled and defeated as they had hi- 
therto been, they ſtill retain the hope, they 
are ſtill meditating attempts, to diſſolve that 
connexion. God, grant that in this inſtance 
the fame favour of Divine Providence, which 
has in fo many - inſtances protected this Em- 
pire, may again operate in our favour, and 
that the attempts of the Enemy to ſeparate the 
two Countries, may tend ultimately to knit 
them more cloſely together, and to ſtrengthen ' 
that Connexion which is the beſt pledge for 
the happineſs of both, and which muſt add to 
that power which is at preſent the only bar- 
rier which ſhields the reft of the world from 
that deveſtation with which it is threatened: 
This Cennexion has been attacked not only 
by the avowed: Enemies of both Countries, 
but by internal Treafon, acting in concert with 
the deſigns of the Enemy. Eiern Treaſon, 
which grafted all the wickedneſs, all the atro- 
city of Jacobiniſm, upon thoſe unfortunate 
diſeaſes which have ſo long tended to deſtroy 
the tranquillity of Ireland, „ 


Thinking that a cloſe Connexion with Ire- 
land is eſſential to the intereſts of both Coun- 
tries, as we all do, let it not be inſinuated that 
it is unneceſſary, much leſs improper at this 
arduous and importarut criſis, to ſee whether 
a new order of things — whether ſome funda- 
mental regulations are not neceſſary to guard 
againſt the threatened danger. The foreign 
and domeſtic Enemies of theſe Kingdoms have 
Bs __ 000 
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12 | 
ſhewn, that they think that the. Connexion 
between them is the vulnerable point in which 
they may be moſt ſucceſsfully attacked; Jet us 
derive advantage, if we can, from the hoſtility 
of our enemies—let us profit by the deſigns of 


an enemy, who, if his conduct diſplays no 


true wiſdom, at leaſt poſſeſſes, in an eminent 
degree, that ſpecies of wiſdom which is calcu- 


lated tor the promotion of miſchief. They 


know upon what footing that Connexion reſts 
at this moment between the two countries, 
and they feel the moſt ardent hope that the 
two Parliaments will be infatuated enough not 


to render their deſigns abortive by fixing that 


Connexion upon a more ſolid baſis. Theſe 
circumſtances, I am ſure, will not be denied; 

and if upon other grounds we had any doubt, 
theſe circumſtances alone ought to induce us 
deliberately and diſpaſſionately to review the 
fituation of the two Countries, and to endea- 
vour to find out a proper remedy for an evil, 
tbe exiſtence of Which is but too apparent. 
Indeed, it requires but a moment's cool re- 
flection to be ſatisfied of the precarious ſtate of 
that Connexion, upon the duration of which, 

it is admitted on all hands, the ſafety of both 
kingdoms depends. 


I ſtated the laſt time that this ſubject Wag 
under diſcuſſion, that the ſettlement which was 


made in 1782, ſo far from deſerving the name 
of a Final Adjuſtment, was one that left the 
connexion between Great Britain and Ireland 


expoſed to all the attacks of party, and ali the 
cſlects 


f 
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effects of accident. That ſettlement conſiſt- 
ed in the demolition of that ſyſtem which 
before held the two countries together; let 
me not be underſtood as expreſſing any regret 
at the termination of that ſyſtem. I diſap- 
proved of it, becauſe 1 thought it was one 


unworthy the liberality of Great Britain, and 


injurious to the intereſts of Ireland. But to 
call that a ſyſtem in itfelf, which was na 


more than the mere de:nolition of another 


ſyſtem, could only be the effect of great miſ- 
conception or of great hypocriſy. We boaſt 
that we have dane every thing, when we 
have merely deſtroyed a ſyſtem, without ſub. 
ſtituting any thing in its place. Such wag 
the Final Adjuſtment of 1782; and I can prove 
it to be ſa, not only from the plaineſt rea- 
ſoning, but I can prove it by the opinion ex- 
preſſed by the Britiſh Parliament at that very 
time. TI can prove it by the opinion ex- 
preſſed by thoſe very Miniſters by whom it 
was prapoſed and conducted. I can prove 
it by the opinion of that very government 
who boaſt of having effected a Final Adjuſt. 


ment. I refer for what I have ſaid to proofs 


which they will find it very dithcult to get 
over, I mean their own Acts, which will af- 
ford diſtinct proofs that they were of opinion 
that a new ſyſtem would be neceſfary, But, 
Sir; I will go further ;—I will produce the 
authority of one of thoſe who have prevent- 
ed the diſcuſſion of the queſtion in Ireland 
'of one of whom I do not wiſh to ſpeak 
but in the moſt reſpeckful terms. The gen- 


mn 
tleman to whom I allude, at that period filled 
#he office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
has ſince preſided in the Iriſh Houſe of Com- 
mons. That Gentleman moſt expreſsly {tated _ 
it as his opinion, that that Final Adjuſtment 
could not laſt, though the Final A e 
has ſince been urged to ſhew that the pre- 
fent Meaſure was improper. I did, on a for- 
mer night, read an Extract from the Jour- 
nals to ſhew what was the opinion even of 
thoſe by whom the Final Adjuſtment was pro- 
poſed of that Meaſure. It would there ap- 
4 that the Meſſage was ſent to the Par- 
ament of Ireland, recommending to them 
the adoption of ſome Plan for a nal adjuſt» 
ment between the two Countries, and wiſh- 
ing to know what were the grounds of the 
grievances of which they complained. In 
anſwer to this Meſſage, the Parliament of 
Ireland ſtated certain grievances, the prin- 
cipal of which was the power claimed by 
-the Parliament of Great Britain of making 
Laws for them but with reſpe& to that 
part of the Meſſage which related to the 
propriety of adopting ſome Meaſures for a 
Final Adjuſtment between the two Coun- 
tries, they were wholly ſilent. This Addreſs 
was laid before the Parliament of Great 
Britain, to whom 2 ſimilar Meſſage had been 
ſent, and on that ground there was moved 
2 Repeal of what was called the Declaratory 
Act, which Motion was aſſented to by the 
Britifh Parliament. This ſatisfaction was 
complete to ireland, as ſar as related to the 


gricvangs 


1 
grievance of which her Parliament had com- 
plained, viz. the Power of the Britiſh Par- 
liament of making Laws for Ireland, be- 
cauſe, by the repeal of the Declaratory Act, 
that power was given up. But fo far was 
the Miniſter of that day from conſidering 
that the repeal of that Law finally terminated 
all differences, and eſtabliſhed the connexion 
between the two Countries upon a ſolid baſis, 


that he thought it neceſſary to move that a 
further Settlement was neceſlary for the main» . 


tenance of that connexion. 


[Mr. SuxxDAx, acroſs the Table, deſired 
that that Part of the Journals to which 
Mr. PiTT alluded, might be read. ] 


Nr. Pitt continued. Sir, I have ſtated the 
Journals correctly, the Honourable Gentleman 

may, if he chooſes, have. them preſently, and 
if he does he will find that they fully juſtify 


the ſtatement I have made; but I beg that at 


preſent I may not be interrupted. I do main- 
tain, that upon a reference to the Journals 
of the period to which I have alluded, it will 
appear that a farther agreement between Great 
Britain and Ireland is there ſtated, im the opi- 
nion of the Adminiſtration of the day, to be 
_ abſolutely neceſſary, and this the Honourable 
Gentleman will find if he chooſes to have the 
Journals read. I beg farther to ſtate, that 
after the Bill, of which ſo much has been ſaid, 
was paſled, an Addreſs to His Majeſty was 
moved and carried, praying him to take ſuch 

5 further 
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further tneafures as to him ſcemed proper to 


ſtrengthen the Connexion between the two 
Countries. His Majeſty's moſt Gracious An- 


fwer, ſtating, that in compliance with the Ad- 


dreſs, he would take ſuch meaſures as might 
be neceſſary for that purpoſe, was delivered 


to the Houſe by an Honourable Gentleman 


who then filled the office of Secretary of State, 
and whom we have not lately ſeen in the 
Houſe, though he ſtill continues to be a Mem- 


ber of it. I do affert, without the leaſt fear 


of contradiction from any Gentleman what 
ever, that. it was in the contemplation of the 
Government of that day to adopt ſome mea- 
ſures of the nature alluded to in the Addreſs ; 


fince that period, however, no ſuch meaſure 
has been taken. I do alſo maintain, that every 


fyſtem which, by theſe very Miniſters who 
brought it forward was found to be imperfect, 
even for the purpoſe of maintaining the Con- 
nexion between the two Countries, remains 
at this moment under the ſame imperfect ſyſ- 
tem ;—a ſyſtem which, while it ſtates that it 
is eſſential to the individual intereſts of both 
Countries, and to the general proſperity of 
both, that the ſtricteſt and moſt intimate Con- 


4 


nexion ſhould ſubſiſt between them, yet left 


them with ſeparate and independent Legiſla- 


tures, connected only by this tie, that the 


Third Eſtate in both Countries is the ſame | 


that the Executive Government is the ſame— 
that the Crown exerciſes its power of aſſenting 
to Iriſh Acts of Parliament. under the Great 


Seal, and that, with reſpect to the Affairs of 
2 
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Ireland, it acts by the advice of Britiſh Ni- 


niſters. This is the only principle of a Con- 
nexion ſo eſſential to the two Countries, 
Which is eſtabhſhed by the Final Adjuſtment 
of 1782. Whether this is a ſufficient tie to 
unite the two Countries in time of Peace ; 


whether in time of War it is ſuſſicicot to con- 


ſolidate their ſtrength againſt a Common Ene- 
ny; whether it is ſufficient to guard againſt 
thoſe local jealouſies and doubts which muſt 
_ neceſſarily ſometimes exiſt between countries 


ſo connected; whether it is calculated to give 


to Ireland all the important commercial and 
political advantages which ſhe would derive 
from a cloſer connexion with Great Britain; 


whether it would give to both Nations that 


degree of ſtrength and proſperity which muſt 
be the reſult of ſuch a Meaſure as the preſent, 
believe need only be ſtated to be decided. 


But I have, upon this point, the authority 
of the opinion of the perſon to whom 1 
alluded before, an opinion delivered by him 
upon A very important Meaſure, very ſoon 


after the Final Adjuſtment of 1782. The 


Meaſure to which I allude was the Commer- 


cial Propoſitions which were brought forward 


in 1785. I am not now going to enter into 
a diſcuſſion of the merits of that meaſure, 
The belt that can be ſaid of it is, that it went 
as far as circumſtances would permit to draw 
the two Countries to a cloſer Connexion. 


But thoſe who think that the Adjuſtment of 


1782 was final, and that it contained all that 
C . => nl 
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ns neceſſary for the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Connexion between the two Countries, upon 
4 firm baſis, can hardly contend that the Com- 
mercial Propoſitions of 1785 were neceſſary 
to prevent the danger of feparation between 
the two Countries, and to prevent the con- 
flicting operation of Independent Legiſlatures, 
Yet, if 1 am not miſtaken, there will be 
found, upon a Teference to better Records 
than thoſe in which Parliamentary Debztes | 
are uſually ſtated (I mean a ſtatement of what 
pm in the diſcuſſion upon thoſe Propoſitions 
'urteen years ago, made by fome of the 
principal parties themſelves), that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in Ireland, in a 
Debate upon the Iriſh Propoſitions, held this 
| language if this ill-fated country refuſes 
7 = this offer at prefent, ſhe may look for it in 
* vain another time. Things cannot remain 
* as they are.“ This was his language ſhortly 
who that meaſure of 1782, which is now, 
his authority, ſtated to have been a 
final adjuſtment, and conſequently to render 
the preſent meaſure unneceflary. That Right 
Honourable Gentleman goes on to ftate that 
„Commercial jealouſies muſt encreaſe with 
&© Independent Legiſlatures,” that © without 
* united intereſt the political Union will be 
{© ſubject to many checks which will threaten 
2 the connexion.” [Some Gentlemen on the 
| oſttion fide called out hear / hear] 
Jam very glad fo find theſe ſentiments ſo 
readily adopted—Gentlemen will have the 


goodueſs to ras that I am not now 
| quoting 
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quoting theſe expreſſions as pledgns. given by 
that Right Honourable Gentleman that he 
would ſupport a propoſal for, a Union be- 
tween the two Countries, but l am adducing 
them to prove that the ſituation the two 
Countries were in after the Final Adjuſtment 
of 1782, was ſuch, in that Right Honourable 
Gentleman's opinion, as led to the danger 
of a ſeparation between them, I am not 
now arguing that a Legiſlative Union is the 
only meaſure which can poſſibly be adopted, 
but am contending that "the Adjuſtment of 
1782, was never conſidered as final, by thoſe 
who now ſtate it to be ſo as an argument 
againſt the conhderation of the preſent 
| meaſure. 


How the Hlanourible Gentleman on tho 
other fide of the Houſe will get rid of this 
authority 1 do not know, but I muſt obſerve, 
that it is an authority which he ſeems much 


more inclined to treat with reſpect now than 


he was formerly.——But, Sir, it does not _ 
there. What is the evit to which he alludes ? 

Commercial jealouſies between two Coun. 
tries acting upon the laws of two independent 
Legiſlatures, and from the danger of thoſe 
Legiſlatures acting with jealouly to each 
other.---How can this evil be. remedied ? 
By two means only ; either by ſome Com- 
_ pact entered into by the Legillatures of the 
two Countries, reſpecting the mode of form- 
ing their commercial regulations, or elſe by 
blencing the two * ke together; : theſe 
| — 2 are 
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are the only two means. I defy the wit of 
man to point. out a third. We have then 
the licenſe and authority of that Right 

. Honourable Gentleman ſtating the advantages 
that would reſult from the adoption of thofe 
Propoſitions, and that the rejection of them 
would, in his opinion, lead to a ſeparation 
between the two Countries. The refult is 
then, that you muſt remain in the. ſtate he 

has deſcribed, with the ſeeds of ſeparation 


between the two Countries ſown, and with 

bf the Connexion upon which. their mutual 

'Þ _  projperity depends, in danger of being dif: 

1 ſolved, or you muſt make a Compact between 
14 . 1 -1 

10 the two Legiflatures, a Meafure which has 
Wo 4 been tried and found impracticable, or you a 
19h muſt have a Legiflative Union. I have been 


longer upon this ſubject than perhaps was 
neceſlary, becauſe I believe there is hardly a 
man who ever aſked himſelf the queſtion, 


| whether he believed there was a ſolid per- 
1 mancnt Syſtem of Connexion between the 
(|; two Countries, that ever anſwered it in the 
„ aflirmative. 353 
'S | Pefides thefe Authorities, which I think 
. cannot be diſputed, I have further to add, 
li. that Experience has been on the ſame fide. In 
. the only inſtance which has occurred in which 
1 we could feel the effects of jarring Legiſla- 
15 tures, we did feel it. It that change had 
1 not taken place, a change which filled every 
A heart with joy and gladneſs, we ſhould have 
i felt it ſooner—every Gentleman muſt be aware 


that 


; 
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that I allude to the Regency. The two Legiſ- 


latures, acting on that 'occalion upon different 


principles, veſted the Public Authority by ac- 
Cicdent in the ſame hands; but that perſon 
-. would have held his authority upon different 

ttenures in the two Countries. After what 1 


have ſaid, perhaps it is not neceſſary to deſire 
Gentlemen to look forward to poſſible caſes 


- which I could put. The Parliament of Ireland 
| unqueſtionably poſſeſs the right of exerciſing its 


own diſcretion upon all-queſtions' of Peace and 


War, a right exiſting in 8 though re- 
ſtrained by diſcretion, Will any man tell me, 
that it is not poſſible for the rw Parliaments 
to entertain different opinions upon theſe im- 
portant points? Can we then talk of a Final 

Adjuſtment between the two Countries, when 
expoſed to accidents of this nature? Will 
Gentlemen contend that the Independent Le. 
giſlature of Ireland has not a right to diſcuſs 
the queſtion of Peace or War? Will it be ſaid 
that they are bound by our deciſion upon 


thoſe ſubjects; - or, looking at human nature 


as it is, with all its prejudices and imperfe ec- 
tions, are they content to leave that impor- 
tant ſubject expoſed to all the accidents I have 
ſtated, and ſtanding only upon the ſecurity on 
whicli it ſtands at prefent ? I ſhould be glad 
| Gentlenien 'would give me an anſwer upon this 
part. of the ſubject, always taking it as the 
baſis of the argument, that the Connexion be- 
tween the two Countries i is —_ for their 
a Security. 1 | 

| We 
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We are at this moment engaged in the moſt 
important, the moſt momentous conflict in 
which this Country was ever engaged —a 
conflit in which Great Britain is diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of the world, as mak- 
ing the only ſucceſsful ſtand againſt the de- 
vaſtations of the Common Enemy. We ſee 
the point in which the enemy think us 
the = aſſailable.— Are we not then bound 
by policy and prudence to ſtrengthen that 
int in which we are the moit vulnerable, 
involved as we are in a conteſt. of Liberty 
againſt Neſpotiſm—of Property againſt Piun- 
der and Rapine —of Religion and Order 
againſt Impicty and Anarchy? There was a 
time when this would have been termed de- 
clamation; but unfortunately it is now felt ta 
be only the feeble ſtatement of the wounds 
of a bleeding world, expreſſed in every part 
which has fallen under the devaſtating power 
of France. Is there a man who does not feel 
that a meaſure ſuch as is now propoſed, is 
calculated tq gugment the ſtrength of the 
Empire, and thereby to enſure its ſafety ? 
Would not that alone be a benefit to Ireland, 
ſo ſolid, ſo ineſtimable, that, in compariſon 
with it, all Commercial Intereſts, and the 
preſervation of local habits and manners, would 
be trifling, even if they were endangered by 
the preſent meaſure, which they undoubtedly 
are not? The people of Ireland are proud, I be- 
Heve, of being aflociated with us in the great 
- conteſt in which we are engaged, and mult feel 
the propriety of augmenting the general force 
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of the Empire. That the preſent micaſure is 
calculated to 3 that effect, is a propo . 
ſition which I think cannot be diſputed, 
There is not in ay Court in Europe a Stateſ- 
man ſo ill informed. as not to know that the 
general power of the Empire would be in- 
creaſed to a very great extent indeed, by ſuch 
* conſolidation of the ſtrength of the two 
N Kingdoms. In the courſe of the Century 
every writer of any information on the ſub- 
ject has held the fame language, and in the 
general ſtrength of the Empire both Kingdoms 
are more concerned than in any particular in- 
tereſts which may belong to either, If we 
were to aſk the Miniſters of our Allies whe 
meaſure they thouglit the moſt likely to 
f augment the power of the Britiſh Empire, 
and conſequently increaſe that ſtrength hy 
which they were now protected— if v Were 
to aſk. the Agent of our Enemies What mea- 
fure would be the molt likely to render their 
deſigns abortive, the anſwer would be the 
Fame in both caſes, viz. the firm confolitation 
of every pw reg the Elupives! * , 


Anoxher very itnportant nl js, 
that the means by which we have been ena- 
bled to reſiſt the unequalled and eccentric 
efforts of France is, the great Commercial 
Reſourees which we poſſeſs; a meaſure then, 
that muſt communicate to ſuch a mighty Limb 
of the Empire as Ireland is, all the Commer- 

cial advantages which Great Britain poſſeſſes; 
which will _ the Markets of the one Coun- 


try 
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try to the other; which will give them both 
the common uſe of their Capital, muſt, by _ 
diffuſing a large portion of wealth into Ireland, 
conſiderably increaſe the Reſources, and con- 
ſequently the Strength of the Empire. Bur 
it is not merely in this point of view that I 
think the 8 ought to be conſidered—: 
we ought to look to it with a view to the per- 

manent intereſt and ſecurity of Ireland. When 
that Country was threatened with the double 
danger of hoſtile attacks by Enemies without, 
and of Treaſon within, from what quarter 
did ſhe derive the means of her deliverance ? 
from the Naval Force of Great Britain—from 
the voluntary exertions of her Military, not 
called for by Law—and from her pecuniary 
reſources, added to the loyalty and energy of 
the Inhabitants of Ireland, of which it is im- 
poſſible to ſpeak with too much praiſe, and 
which ſhews how well they deſerve to be called 
the Brethren of Eritons. Their own courage 
might perhaps have ultimately fucceeded in 
repelling the dangers by which they were 
threatened, but it would have been after a long 
conteſt, and after having waded through ſeas of 
blood. Great Britain has always felt a common 
intereſt in the ſafety of Ireland, and that common 
intereſt was never more obvious than when the 
Common Enemy made her attack upon Great 
Britain through the medium of Ireland, and 
when their attack upon Ireland went to de- 
prive her of her connexion with Great Bri- 
tain, and to give in ſtead the new govern- 
ment of the French Republic. When that 
ä | danger 
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danger threatened Ireland, the purſe of Great 
Britain was open for the wants of Ireland, 
as for the neceſſities of England. I do not, 
Sir, ſtate theſe circumſtances as upbraiding 
Ireland for the benefits we have conferred ; 
far from it; but for the purpoſe of ſhewing 
the friendſhip and good will with which this 
country has ated towards her. But if ſtrug- 
gles of this fort may and muſt return again 
if the worſt dangers are thoſe which are yet 
to come, dangers which may be greater from 
being more diſguiſed—it thoſe ſituations may 
_ ariſe when the ſame means of relief are not 
in our power, what is the remedy that rea- 
ſon and policy point out? it is to identify 
them with us—it is to make them part of 
the ſame community, by giving them a full 
ſhare of thoſe accumulated bleſſings which 

are diffuſed throughout Great Britain; it is, in 
a word, by giving them a full participation of 
the Wealth, the Power, and the Glory of 
the Britiſh Empire. If then this meaſure 
comes recommended not only by the obvious 
defects of the ſyſtem which now exiſts, but 
that it has alſo the pre- eminent recommen- 
dation of increaſing the general power of the 
Empire, and of guarding againſt future dan- 
gory we are next to conſider it as to its ef- 
fects upon Ireland particularly. I. know _ 


perfectly well, as long as Ireland is ſe- 


parated from Great Britain, that any attempt 
on our part to provide meaſures wilich 
we might think ſalutary, as reſpecting queſ- 
tions of contending ſects or parties, of the 

EY . claimed 
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claimed rights of the Catholics, or gf the 
precautions neceſſary for the ſecurity of the 
Proteſtants —I know that all theſe, thou h 
they may have been brought forward by the 
advocates of the Final Adjuſtment in 7625 
were attacks upon the Independence of the 
Iriſh Parliament, and attempts to make us 
uſurp that as a Right, which we can only 
have as a Compact. Until the Kingdoms are 
united, any attempt to make regulations for 
the internal ſtate of Ireland muſt certainly be 
violations of her Independence. Feeling as I 
do, for their intereſts and their welfare, I can- 
not be inattentive to the events that are paſling 
before me; I muſt therefore repeat, that who- 
ever looks at the circumſtances to which 1 
have alluded-—. whoever ' conſiders ' that the 
Enemy have ſhewn by their conduct, that 
they conſidered Ireland as the weakeſt and 
moſt vulnerable part of the Empire; Wwho- 
ever reflects upon thoſe dreadful arid inex- 
cuſible cruelties inſtigated by the Enemies of 
both Countries, and upon thoſe lamentable 
ſeverities which the ſtate of Ireland called for, 
muſt feel that as it now ſtands compoſed, in 
the hoſtile diviſion of its Sects, 1 in the animoſi- 
ties exiſting between ancient Settlers and ori- 

inal Inhabitants, in the- unfortunate degree 
of want of Civilization, which marks that 
Country more than almoſt any other Country 
in Europe, in the unfortunate prevalence of Ja- 
cobin Principles, ariſing from theſe cauſes; and 
augmenting their malignity, and which have 


1-94 mee that diſtreſſed {tate which we now de- 
plore ; : 


1 5 
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plore; every body, I ſay; who reflects upon all 
theſe . circumſtances; muſt agree with me in 
thinking, that there is no cure but in the forma- 
tion of a General Imperial Legiſlature, removed 
from the danger, and uninflamed by the pre- 
judices and paſſions of that diſtracted Country. 
know that it is impoſſible, if we wiſh to con- 
ſider this ſubject properly, to conſider it in any 
other point of view than as it afſects the Em- 
pire in general. 1 know that the intereſts of 
the two Countries muſt be taken together, 
and that a man cannot ſpeak as a true Engliſh- 
many unleſs he ſpeaks as a true Iriſhman, nor 
that he cinnot Tpeak as a true Iriſhman, unleſs 
he ſpeaks as a true Engliſhman : But if it was 
poſſible to ſeparate them, and that I was not 
- addreſling you as intereſted for the Empire at 

large, but for Ireland alone, I ſhould ſay, that 
it would be neceſſary for that Country to guard 
againſt thoſe diſtractions which now haraſs that 
unhappy country, by the adoption of another 
ſyſtem—I ſhould fay, that the Eſtabliſhment 
of an Imperial Legiſlature was the only means 
of healing its wounds and of reſtoring it to 


tranquillity, I miuſt take the liberty of allud- 


ing to ſome topics which were touched upon 
during the diſcuſſion on the former night. It 
is known that ſome of the defects of that Coun- 
try are its want of Capital and of Induſtry 
how are thoſe wants to be remedied but by 
mixing with that Country which can ſupply 
them with both ? How are thoſe evils ſo like- 
ly to be corrected as by an entire intercourſe 


with Great Britain ? But in the great leadin 
e 
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diſtinctions between the people of Ireland, x 
mean their Religious diſtinctions, what is their 
ſituation? The Proteſtant feels that any farther 
extenſion of the privileges and power of the 
Catholics threatens the exiſtence of the Pro- 
teſtant Aſcendancy; while on the other hand 
the great body of Catholics feel that the eſta- 
bliſhment of a National Church is a grievance. 
Between the two it becomes a matter of diffi- 
eulty to fay whether it would be better to 
comply with the fears of the former, or to 
grant the claims of the latter. This is the ſitu- 


ation of Ireland at preſent, as it reſpects her 
Religious diſtinctions. 


Jam well aware that the fubje of religious 
diſtinction is a dangerous topic; but looking 
at it in that light, I have no heſitation to fay, 
that Ireland is a Country the ſituation of 
which is different in this reſpect from that of 
every other. Where the eſtabliſhed Religion 
of a State is the ſame as that of another with 
which it is neceſſarily connected, though the 
naps of the majority of the common Peo- 

2 is difierent from that eltabliſhed Religion, 
and where the property of the Country is in 
The hands of a comparatively ſmall number of 

. per/ons profeſſing that eſtab:ithed Religion, 
it is not caſy to ſay what ſhould be the nature 
of the Church Eſtabliſhment in ſuch a Coun- 
try. By many I know it will be contended, 
that a majority of the People, in point of Re- 
ligion, ſhould at leaſt entitle them to an equa- 
lity of Privileges. T have heard ſuch an argu- 
ment 
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ment urged in this Houfe; but thoſe wha 


apply it to the caſe of Ireland forget ſurely 
the Principles of the Union, and the feparate 
Legiſlative Capacity of that Country. No 
man can, however, entertain a doubt, that 


the queſtion reſpecting the religious regula- 


tions which it is neceſſary to adopt in Ireland, 
is a queſtion on which a much more ſatisfac- 
_ tory determination can be obtained; that 
whatever different men may think on the 
ſubject, no one can believe that the full con- 
ceſſions which are neceſſary to ſatisfy the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland can, white it remains a fe- 
parate Kingdom, be made in fuch a manner 


as not to alarm and endanger the State. How 


ſoon or how late it may be proper to diſcufs 


the nature and propricty of theſe Conceffions, 


muſt depend upon two circumſtances—Hirit, 
when the conduct of the Catholics ſhall be 
ſuch as to make it ſafe for the Government to 
admit them to the participation of the privi- 
leges granted to thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion, and when the temper of the times ſhall 


be favourable to ſuch a meaſure. When theſe 
events take place, it is obvious that ſuch a 
queſtion may be agitated in the United Par- 


liaments with much greater ſafety, which 


might. endanger the ſecurity: and fhake the 


Government of Ireland in its ſeparate flate. 
In the ſecond place, I think it certain, that as 
long as it ſhall be thought neceſſary to with- 


hold from the Catholics the enjoyment of 
thoſe advantages, ſome of the difficulties which 


now. oppreſs' the queſtion would, if the Le- 


giſlature 


"TE 
| giſlature were no longer ſeparate, but general 
and imperial, be removed, and the Catholics 


would find a mitigation of ſome of the molt 
goading and oppreſſive of their {gory cauſes 


of complaint. With reſpec to the grievances 
of which the lower orders of the Catholics in 
Ireland complain, I do not at preſent propoſe 
entering into the detail of the means which 


may be found to alleviate their diſtreſſes, nor 


how far it is poſſible to give them relief on 
the ſubject of Tythes, or put it into theif 

wer to make a proviſion for the Clergy of 
their own.Church. I think it only neceſſary 
to fay, that with them, alſo, the meaſure of 
a United Legiſlative Body promiſes a more 


effectual remedy for their grievances than 


could be likely to reſult from any local ar- 
rangements. If I am right in theſe conjec- 
tures, I conſider it as my duty to preſs a mea. 


ſure ſo replete with advantage. 


J have heard it aſked, when I have preſſed 
the meaſure, what are the advantages which 
Ireland is to derive from it? To this queſtion 
I preſume that the conſiderations which I have 
urged afford a ſufficient anſwer. It is a queſ- 
tion ſomething like that which I have repeat- 
edly heard advanced during the continuance 
of the preſent War, by ſome of the Gentle- 


men oppoſite to me; what were the advan- 


tages which Great Britain had gained by the 
preſent War with France? To this the cata- 
logue of brilliant Succeſſes and of increaſe of 
Territory afford a reply, but the evils _ 

b have 
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have- been averted by it are ſufficient to be 
ſtated in anſwer to the queſtion. With re- 
Tpect to Ireland, I ſee the ſame obvious advan- 
tages, in the continuation of thoſe benefits 
which it at preſent enjoys—if i it be aſked what 
additional profit ſhe is to reap? She would 

gain a more intimate connexion with the 
Country from whence ſhe has derived all the 
proſperity which ſhe at preſent boaſts, If 
Ireland would not derive an advantage that 
can be conſidered in a commercial point of 
view, not ſuch a degree of profit as can be 
ſtated i in an account, is it little that ſhe would 
gain a ceſſation of evils, an importation of 
Engliſh manners and cufloms, and an exemp- 
tion from the poſſibility of danger? I ſhould 
be contented to ſtop here in the enumeration 
of the benefits for which ſhe may hope; but 
ſince it has been aſked what ſhe is to gain 

in point of Commerce and Manufactures, I 
am deſirous to give an anſwer on that ſubject, 
"and as I know that that anſwer will carry 
more conviction to the minds of thoſe who 
make the enquiry, which is given in the 
words of a Gentleman to whoſe opinions 1 
have often in the courſe of the night had 
occaſion to refer, I ſhall quote him as my 
authority.—I find him, Sir, ſtating that Ireland 
would gain the continuation of thoſe com- 
mercial advantages which ſhe now enjoyed, 
but which ſhe neceſſarily enjoyed only as con- 
tingent and precarious. I refer again to his 
Speech for the enumeration of theſe advan. 
tages. I find this Gentleman, in 1785, 9 
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that the total amount of the Exportation of 
Britiſh produce to Ireland was one million, 
while the Exportation from Ireland to Great 
Britain amounted to more than two millions 
and a half. I find him accompanying the 
ftatement of the propoſition with this obſer- - 
vation: “ If the propoſed Adjuſtment was 
e Akely to take away theſe benefits, I ſhould 
** conſider it as a good cauſe for the rejection of 
4 it; but as it tends to confirm thoſe commer- 
« cial advantages, ſurely Gentlemen whoregard 
© the Trade of Ireland, and whoſe fortunes and 
rents depend on the Rability of her Commerce, 
& cannot helitate in aſſenting to them. Such 
was the reaſoning of the then Iriſh Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, which I conſider as perfectly 
juſt —With reference to his late opinions, I 
do not think ] can more forcibly reply to a 
n who ſigns his name to propoſitions 
which declare the ruin of the Trade of Ireland 
likely to be the conſequence of a Union, than 
by oppoſing to him his own opinions. I ſhall 
be able to ſtrengthen the former opinion of 
that Gentleman, by ſtating, that the progreſs 
which has been made in commercial advan- - 
tages by Ireland, is ſuch as to render it ſtill 
more applicable. What is the nature of that 
Commerce, ſet forth by the fame perſon, in 
fo conciſe and forcible 3 manner, that I am 
happy to uſe his own ſtatement ? He does not 
confine himfelf to the groſs amount, but gives 
the articles in detail, and references to the do- 
.cuments which ſupport his Ratement. © Great 
Mn, he ſays, imports two millions and 
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« an half of Iriſh produce, all of which ſhe takes 
oy duty-free: We, on the other hand, in Ireland, 
<« import a million, and raiſ: from it a revenue 
by way of duty. She exports ſalt, by which 
, © we are enabled to prepare our proviſions for 
* the Navy; hops, which we have not, coals, 
tin and bark; and theſe articles conſtitute 
c more than half of what is ſent to us.” Such, 
Sir, was the opinion which that Gentleman 
_ entertained of the confirmation of exiſting 
benefits at that time. In the preſent time the 
Trade is ſtill more advantageous. As far as 
relates to the mere. interchange of manufac- 
tures, the manufactures received in Ireland 
from Great Britain amounted to one million, 
while Great Britain, on the other hand, im- 
ported manufactured produce from Ireland to 
the amount of between four and five millions 
ſterling, and that too in linen and provilions, 
the great articles of her manufacture. In ad- 
dition to theſe articles, there are other cir- 
cumſtances of advantage. All the articles 
which are eſſential to the trade, to the ſubſiſ- 
tence, or, as raw materials, to the progreſs of 
Iriſh manufacture, are ſent free from duty. 
Other very conſiderable advantages are given 
Por the chief article of their manufacture, 
and what indeed conſtitutes four- fifths of their 
export trade to all parts of the world, Ireland 
is indebted, not to that Independent Legiſla- 
ture on which her proſperity is ſaid to depend, 
but to this Parliament. It is by the bounty 
granted by this Parliament that the Linen 
Trade of Ireland has been brought to the 
* height 
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height at which. it now is. It is by this Par- 
_ that a market has been given for. its 
inen to the amount of three millions. By 

the Bounty whics we give to Ireland we afford 
her a double market for this article, and thus 
enſure to her an advantage in competition with 
other Countries in linens of thirty per cent. 
It may be thought, perhaps, that by ſo doing 
we injure ourſelves, but we wiſely determined 
to ſacrifice advantages which, by conducing 
to the proſperity of Ireland, were ultimately 
beneficiat to the whole. By this practice we 
indeed appear either to forego the advantage 
of the duty ariſing from the importation of 
other linen, conſtituting a revenue of 700,000). 
or by admitting their linens only, to facrifice 
in the price of the article collected from the 
people, a million ſterling. On this head E 
{hall perhaps have occaſion, at a future time, to 
enter more into detail, but I now ſtate it to 
ſhew that the advantages which are inſiſted 
on in the ſpeech of the perſon to whom I have 
alluded, are benefits to a ſtill greater extent 
than he has aſſerted them to be. Such was, 
however, the preſent opinion of that perſon, . 
that though he thought at that time that the 
_ continuation of theſe advantages was. then in- 
diſpenſible, yet he now affected to conſider 
them as ruinous to Ireland. The preſent mea- 
fure is, however, in its effect, calculated not 
merely for a confirmation. of the advantages 
on which the perſon to whom I have alluded 
has infilled. A fairer and more perfect Con- 
nexion of the two Countries, from whatever 
1 neceſſity 
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neceſſity or cauſe it may ariſe, muſt lead to an 
equality of commercial advantages, and ulti- 
mately tend to the advantage of both. In the 
Debates on the Adjuſtment of 1782, I obſerve 
that the benefits derived to Ireland from the 
leſſer duties impoſed on Iriſh produce were un- 
der- rated; the Perſon to whom I have had 
occafion to refer thus anſwers their arguments 
* Gentlemen, he ſays. © may under- 
. value the diminution of the duties, but I 
“ muſt obſerve, that Ireland, with the ſame 
' © natural advantages as England, will be able 
'< to purſue her manufactures and to compete 
„ with her in the market.“ -I am there ore at 


4 "leaft ſecure from the danger of being conſi- 


dered as entertaining chimerical opinions hen 
1 fate, than in addition to the other advan- 
tages which that Country is likely ta derive 
from a Union, ſuch a meaſure muſt, with a 
view to mere commercial advantages, con- 
duce to her proſperity in a very conſiderable 
degree. While I ſtate thus ſtrongly the ad- 
vantages which the Siſter Kingdom is likely 
to derive from the meaſure, I have no fear 
of exciting the jealouſy of this Country on 
the ſybje&. If it is in our power, by the 

| adoption of this meaſure, which promiſes to 
give her this increaſe of proſperity, to ſecure 
to ourſelves the poſſeſſion of Ireland---if Ire- 
land is to be part of the {trength of Great 
Britain, and not an acquiſition for our Ene- 
mies. if the power of Ireland is to be the 
power of England, I ſhall never be deterred 
by the fear of * uneaſineſs or jealouſy 
2 2 l in 
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in the breaſts of Engliſhmen, from ſtating 


the advantages which Ireland may derive from 
the Connexion, nor from giving every aſſiſt- 


ance to the commercial proſperity of that 
Country. If ever the time ſhould come, at 
which a ſeparation of the intereſts of the 
two Countries ſhould unhappily arrive, 
it will not take place in conſequence of any 


want of conciliation or kindneſs on the 


part of Great Britain. If ever ſuch a pe- 
riod ſhould arrive, the Siſter Kingdom 
will then © perceive, that whatever com- 
mercial advantages ſhe. enjoys are derived 


from the Legillature of Great Britain, 


and not from that ſeparate and Independ- 


ent Legiſlature on which ſhe is told that 


her ſafety from ruin exiſts; ſhe will then be 
ſatisfied that theſe benefits ſubſiſt wy by 


Great Britain. 


I have tated the foregilin as the general 
outlines of the motives which ſhould, I con- 
ceive, influence the Parliament of the Siſter 
Kingdom, and recommend to it the meaſure. 
I 4471 well aware of the objections which are 
ur eg againſt it, ſome of which are certainly 
pPlaugble. The firſt of theſe is, what I have 
25 rd altuded to in this Houſe when a queſtion 
as made, whether the Legiſlature of Ireland 
competent to-the diſcuſhon of ſuch a ſub- 
I am induced to ſuppoſe that the Hon. 
mean mage this objection rather as de- 

cc ating the diſcuſſion of the Meaſure, than 
> entertaining doubts himſelf as to the com- 
| petency | 


\ 
- - 


47 
petency of the Inſh Parliament. No man can 
deny the competency of the preſent Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, repreſenting, as it does, the 
People of that Country, to make Laws to bind 
that people, unleſs he is diſpoſed to diſtinguiſh 
that Parliament from that of Great Britain; 
and while he maintains the Independence of 

the Iriſh Legiſlature, yet denies their Prero- 

gatives, will he deny the foundation of that 

power, or will he, by attempting to invali- 

date the authority, call in queſtion every prin- 

ciple of Government, and deny the force of 

every Law which has been made by it ?—If 

any one is bold enough to maintain the prin- 
ciple that the Members of any Parliament are 
not veſted with ſufficient powers to Legiſlate 
upon all occaſions, but that they muſt upon 
every great queſtion receive new delegated 

powers from their Conſtituents, ſuch an ad- 
vocate muſt maintain that every change from 
the beginning of time is illegal; he muſt apply 
this principle to Wales and to the County Pa- 
latine of Lancaſter; he muſt extend it to every 
Law reſtraining the Privileges of Elections, 
and diſtinguiſhing the Rights of Electors. If 
he looks at the effect of his objection in Ire- 
land, he will there find a more ſtriking in- 
ſtance. If any man doubts whether a Pro- 
teſtant Parliament in Ireland can aſſociate itſelf 
with a Proteſtant Parliament in Great Britain, 
equal in its rights, what muſt he think of the 
Parliament of Ireland aſſociating with them- 
ſelves a body of Catholics ? God forbid that 1 
ſhould blame this meaſure. I quote it only as 
| " 
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an inſtance in order to prove, that when the 
Iriſh Parliament opened itſelf to a reſtricted 
community, it may with far more propriety 
aſſociate to itſelf a Siſter Kingdom, fimilar in 
its Laws and its Religion. If any advocate 
for Parliamentary Reform will venture to 
contend that the Houſe is not abſolutc in its 
power to disfranchiſe or to enfranchiſe whom it 
pleaſes, Jam at iſſue with him. 1 ſhould hardly 
think it neceflary to preſs this fubje&, but that 
1 conſider it as connected with that principle 
of fundamental miſrepreſentation which ſome 
have been at ſo much pains to inculcate, by 
aſſerting the Sovereignty of the State to be 
any where but in the Chief Legiſlature, and 
by conſidering that Sovereignty is always in 
obcyance to be called forth as ſuits the purpoſes 
of a Party. I ſee in this doctrine the ſeeds of 
thoſe evils which now tend to ſpread deſola- 
tion and ruin over the World, and thoſe who 
are moſt anxious for the welfare of England, 
ſhould ever be uneaſy at the extenſion of a 
principle which is the more dangerous and 
more likely to affect the public mind, be- 
cauſe it is more covertly concealed. It is im- 
poſſible that the Sovereignty ſhould be any 
chere but in the Supreme Lepiſlature, nor is 
It otherwiſe: in any Syſtem of Human Jurif. 
prudence. In a Monarchy, where Monarchy 
is the form of Government, no part of the Su- 
preme Power remains with the People ; nor in 
a pure Democracy, if any ſuch form exiſts ; 
but leaſt of all in a mixed Government. It is 
ſtrange, and I know not how to account for 

; T ; TS it, 
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{t, that in proportion as the wiſdom of Go- 
vernment has guarded againſt the conſequences 
of human error and of pride, and has made 
men ſecure againſt the abuſe of power, there 
have been found a number of people ſo weak 
as to ſuppoſe that the Sovereignty, from its 
heing arbitrarily veſted in no one, is placed in 
the People. I have taken up the time of the 
Houſe on this ſubject, — J conſider it as 
important, and becauſe 1 am anxious to prefs 
it on thoſe who maintain. the delulive princi- 
ple of. the Sovereignty of the People ; a prin- 
ciple which I will oppoſe in whatever torm 
and wherever I meet it, and which 1 will ne- 
ver admit to be true oh; 5 Parkament 4 
England. 


The next objection is, that which is con- 
tained in an appeal to the, in this cafe, lauda- 
ble but miſtaken and erroneous | principle of 
National Pride, and the manner in which the 
Iriſh People conſider this meaſure as an at- 
tack upon their Honour. 1 mean to allude 
to the miſrepreſentation by which, the mea- 
ſure has been made to appear as the furren- 
der of the National Independence of Ireland. 
Lam particularly anxious that this objection 
ſhould be, thoroughly examined, and its 
weight aſcertained. Do thoſe who advance 
it mean, that in practical life it is any rule, 
that when two unequal Societies coaleſce, 
the Members of the leſs numerous Society 
loſe any privileges of independence which 
they enjoyed before the coalition? Look ” 

&a f 
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all the Nations of Europe, and it will be ſeen | 
that if this principle had been acted upon by 
the Forefathers of the preſent generation, not 
one of them could have exiſted. If we look 
to the hiſtory of our own Country, and con- 
ſider the diſtinguiſhed Unions that have led to 

its wealth, will they ſay that the individuals 
of the Countries forming thoſe Unions had 
leſs ro value or leſs to cheriſh than before? 

If it be true that the Independence of a Coun- 
try depends upon the non-interference of any 
other body, what becomes of the Independ- 
ence of the Counties of England, or of thoſe 
of Ireland? Is Yorkſhire leſs independent, 
becauſe ſhe is ſubjected to the general control 

of the Members of England? This argu- 
ment will extend to the deſtruction of every 
confederacy in Government. If. indeed 
there exiſted a country which has within jit- 
ſelf the due means of military protection, the 
reſources of commerce and manufactures, and 
which poſſeſſes a Conſtitution of its own, diſ- 
tint and different from that of its neigh- 
bours, ſuch a Country I can well imagine may 
be jealous of becoming even by the act of its 
own Government annexed to a larger Coun- 
try, If, however, a Country, without the 
means of defence in itſelf, and ſo far from 
being disjoined or ſeparated from or con- 
traſted with its adjoining Nation, whoſe 
laws and whoſe language are the ſame ; 
who, whatever it has to boaſt valuable or im- 
portant, has borrowed it from that neigh 

bour; if ſuch a Country is threatened, and 


Its exiſtence endangered by a Foxcign. Enemy, 
I would 


ä 

would now aſk whether it is not in a ſitua- 
tion to wiſh to unite and incorporate itſelf 
with another ; whether Ireland is not in that 
ſituation, and whether Great Britain is not 
that Country with. which ſhe ſhould unite ? 
Is not this 2 fair anſwer to every Irifhman— 
viewing the queſtion of Union with regard 
to the manifold advantages which it muſt 
produce to the landholder, to the merchant, 
and to every order of men in Ireland, with 
regard to the maintenance of order and the 
encouragement of induſtry, to the new and 
animating principle which it will diffuſe 
throughout Society, to the exertion of ta- 
lent with which no country was more gifted 
than Ireland, I would aik, in which-of thefe 
particulars will Ireland not be benefitted by 
the meaſure, particularly when this is accom - 
banied by an appropriate ſhare in the Legiſ- 
1 which may continue to them their pre- 
ſent advantages and give to them others. Is 
this then to be called the Subjugation of Ire- 
land? Is it not rather the caſe of two coun- 
tries upon equal terms uniting? Such I main- 
tain is the nature of the Union. 


Non ego nec Teucris Italos parere jubebo 
Nec nova reg na peto ; paribus ſe legibus ambe 
Invictæ gentes alterna in fœdera mittunt. 


Such is the true Principle of the Union, 
and ſuch I wiſh it to be underitood, 
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Another objection, I underſtand, has been 
made. to a Legiſlative Union between this 
Country and Ireland, that it would increaſe 
the number of Abſentees from Ireland, and 
tend to impoveriſh the Country. It had 
been introduced as an argument of ſome 
weight, that, by the transfer of the Legilla- 
ture from the Metropolis of Ireland to this 
Country, the reſidence of a certain number of 
perſons of property, being, in part, removed, 
would occaſion a ' proportionate loſs to the 
Country of Ireland. But, admitting the fact, 
it ought at the ſame time to be taken into the 
account, that this inferchange would moſt 
likely tend to encreaſe a predeliction for Eng- 
liſh habits, for the Englith Conſtitution, and 
would tend to promote that Connexion be- 
tween the different orders which was ſo much 
wanting as a bond of union between the higher 
and lower orders in the Siſter Kingdom. Be— 
ſides which, Sir, I would aſk, whether the ad- 
dition to the aggregate ſtock of Wealth and 
Commerce which the adoption which this mea- 
ſure would occaſion, would not more than 
counterbalance the ſmall inconvenience reſult- 
ing from the removal of a few individuals to 
this country? The Metropolis of Ireland had 


felt alarmed on this account ; but it ought to 55 


be conſidered, that if the Courts of Law, Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical, were continued, the Seat of 
Learning in the Univerſity the fame as hereto- 
fore, and Dublin continued to be the centre 
of the Commerce of the Country, which was 
improving in an increaſed ſtate of re, 

ona 


onal Proſperity, there was but little ſolid 
weight in ſuch objection. Nor was it to be fup- 
poſed that even the partial intereſts of the Iriſh 
Bar would be materially affected, any more than 
the intereſts of the Merchant or Shopkeeper ; or 
that theſe different Claſſes in Society would 
not ultimately find their due proportions of ad- 
vantage in that which would tend to the general 
Security and Proſperity of the State. Allowing 
that the transfer of the ſeat of the Legiſlature 
from Ireland to England ſhould call over a cer- 
tain number of Iriſh Legiſlators to this Coun- 
try, let it be at the fame time remembered, 
that every thing which ſerved to inſpire a 
noble and generous emulation in this country, 
every participation of high and honourable of- 
fices, would be laid open to the view of men 
of talents from the Siſter Country. It had 
been aſſumed as a ſelf-evident argument, 
that owing to the ſuperior wealth and proſ- 
perty of this country, the balance muſt pre- 
ponderate to the prejudice of Ireland. But, 
Sir, on this point, I muſt requeſt Gentlemen 
to conſult experience, and as the beſt an- 

 ſwer to this objection, let them look at the 
ſituation of Scotland. When the ſubject of a 
Union with that Country was in agitation, 
the ſame fears had been entertained in its 
Capital, and the fame outrages had taker 
place during the diſcuſſion of the Union be- 
tween that country and England, as were 
now diſcovered in the Metropolis of Ireland; 
and yet, what was the reſult? From the pe- 
riod of the Union, the population of the 
1 F4 | Kingdom 
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Kingdom had been more than doubled. But, 
we might be told that Edinburgh had en- 
r all the Commerce of Scotland, and 
ad acquired advantages which Dublin could 
not expect. Edinburgh had doubtleſs flou- 
riſhed fince the Union, and, independent of 
every other cauſe, it continued to be the re- 
fort of many of theſe gentry whoſe circum- 
ſtances it did not ſuit to viſit the more remote 
Metropolis of the empire.—But look to the 
alteration which had taken place ſince the 
Union in the Commercial Towns of Scot- 
land—what was the ſituation of Glaſgow ? 
Since the Union it had increaſed in the pro- 
portion of 5 or 6 to 1. If, then, we .look- 
ed to experience, we ſhould ſee what little 
room there was to indulge theſe gloomy ap- 
prehenſions reſpecting the future welfare and 
proſperity of the City of Dublin, in which, 
the inhabitants of that city . indulged them- 
felves upon the preſent occafion. 


There is one other objection which, I under- 
ſtand, has been ſtarted, and of which I with to 
take a little notice: it is this, that by a Union 
between the Legiſlatures of the two Coun- 
tries, Ireland would be reſtricted of thoſe com- 
mercial advantages which it had enjoyed for 
the laſt fifty years. I muſt ſay, that theſe ad- 
vantages, be they what they may, or however 
extenſive, are falſely attributed to the Iriſh 
Parliament, but, if traced up to their true 
tource, muſt be aſcribed to the voluntary and 
_ diſcretionary grants or the Britiſh Parliament; 
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grants which the latter had been prompted to. 
confer from regard to the intereſt of the Iriſh 
Nation, as inſeparably connected with the wel- 
fare of the Britiſh Empire; now, if we have. 
done ſo, when the Parliaments of the two 
Countries have been ſeparated, and under cir- 
cumſtances when it was at leaſt doubtful whe- 
ther what was in fact given to Ireland was alſo 
given to Great Britain, and when the former 
Country was but partially united to the latter, 
can there, I ſay, be any well-founded . appre- 
henſions, that when Ireland is Parliamentarily 


united with ourſelves, ſuch grants would be 


reſumed? The advantages of the Linen Trade 
have been ſtated in Ireland, by a reſpectable- 
Authority, as an argument againſt the Union; 
but, I muſt obſerve, tha: chis Trade at preſent 
reſts on the independent diſcretion and the 
liberality of the Parliament of Great Britain ; 
whereas, were an Union to take place, the. 
Trade would, in the firſt inſtance, be ſecured 
by formal and irrevocable Compact, and would 
beſides, from the identity of Intereſt between 
the two Countries, have a ſecurity for jits con- 
tinuance worth a thouſmd Compacts. 


I have heard, Sir, of another objection to 

this Meaſure, as if it were thereby intended 
to ſubject Ireland to the Debt of Great Bri- 
tain, and to draw on her a ſhare of our na- 
tional difliculties. But, Sir, I truſt ſuſſicient. 
proof has already been given, that this ſub. 
ject or:ginates. in no pecuniary ſource, or with 
any view of conlidering Ireland as a — 


of Taxation. Look ai the condition of Scot- 
land ſince the Union of. the two Countries, 
in which 45 Members Jaye been feturned 
from that Country, whulit 513 remain for 
England. The proportion has been unqueſ- 
tionably ſmall ; but has Scotland been worſe 
treated on that account, or has ſhe been more 
heavily taxed? And from thence I am war- 
ranted to aſk, whether any future burden of 
taxation would be thrown on Ireland, beyond 
the dne proportion of her ability to bear, and 
the general ſtrength and reſources of the Em- 
pire? The leading principle of Engliſh Finance 
| has been, to difluſe the burden of Taxes in 
as exact 2 proportion as circumſtances would 
allow of, amd ſt all the members of which 
the Britiſh Empire is compoſed; and, upon 
this important occaſion, I ſhould certainly 
ropoſe ſome ixed proportion to Britain, by 

which Ireland  thovld be taxed for a limited 
time, in Peace and in War, and that in a due 
proportion to its own limited expences ; and 
then, beyond that limited period, | would 

propoſe that there ſhould be regulations 
adopted, adapted to the moft general Faxes, 
and the proof of wealth exiſting in bath 
Countries; and then I would propofe to aſ- 
fame ſuch a Syſtem of Taxation throughout 
the whole Empire, ſo as that Ireland ſhould 
never be taxed but in a ſcale fimilar to that in 
which we taxed ourſelves. Upon the whole, 
think that fufficient reaſons have been ad- 
duced why Parliament ſhould adopt certain 
generyl Principles, in ſuch a way that Ireland 
ä 
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may be left to judge of their fairneſs. After 
which I would propoſe, that Parliament ſhould 
wait for the time when fair deliberation and 
diſcuſſion may pre: aii, and the meaſure may 
be recommended to the minds of men in Ire 
land, as that which will prove moſt conducive 
to the general intereſt of each part of the 
Empire at large. A more detailed diſcuſſion 
of the meaſure which I now propoſe to bring 
forward, will be reſerved for another day. 1 
ſhall content myſelf at preſent with reading the 
Reſolutions, which I ſhould wiſh the Houle to 
adopt in a Committee; and if, upon due conſi- 
deration, theſe Reſolutions ſhould be adopted 
by the Houſe, I ſhould then wiſh, with that ſpirit 
andconciliatory temper which actuates this Legi- 
flature, to lay the Reſolutions beſore the Crown, 
ſtating, at the ſame time, our anxious with that 
theſe Reſolutions be laid before the Parliament 
of Ireland, and our belief and with that the 

more they are conſidered, the more they will 
conduce to the general ſecurity and proſperity 
of the various parts of the Britiſh Empire. I 
ſhould then wiſh the. Houſe to reſolve itſelf in- 
to a Committee, and if theſe Reſolutions are 
agreed to in the Committee, I ſhould then 

ropoſe that they be ſubmitted in an humble 
Addreſs to His Majeſty, aſſuring His Majeſty 
that this Houſe has proceeded with the utmoſt 
attention to the conſideration of the important 
ſubjects recommended in His Majeſty's Moſt 
Gracious Meſſage. 6 1122hho FI nl 
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Here Mr. Pirr 3 1 Reſolutions as fol- 
low : 


1ſt, That in order to promote and ſecure. the 
eſſential Intereſts of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and to conſolidate the Strength, 
Power, and Reſources of the Britiſh Em- 
pire, it will be adviſeable to concur in fuch 
meaſures as may beſt tend to unite the two 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland i in- 
to one Kingdom, in ſuch manner, and on 
ſuch Terms and Conditions as may be eſ- 
tabliſhed by Acts of the reſpective Parlia- 
ments of His Mzjeſty s ſaid * 
2d, That i it appears to this Committee, that 
it would be it to propoſe, as the firſt Article 
to ſerve as a Baſis of the ſaid Union, that 
the ſaid Kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland thall, upon a day to be agreed upon, 
be united into one Kingdom, by the name 
of the United ö of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 
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* That for the fame purpoſe it appears alſo 
to this Committee, that it would be fit to 
propoſe that the Succeflion to the Monar- 
chy and the Imperial Crown of the faid 
United Kingdoms, ſhall continue limited 
and ſettled, in the fame manner as the Im- 
erial Crown of the ſaid Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland now ſtands limited and 
ſettled, according to the exiſting Laws, and 

: | to 
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to the Torah of the Union between \ Eug⸗ 


land and Scotland. 


4th, That for the fame purpoſe it appears. alſo 
to this Committee, that it would be fit to pro- 


Poſe that the ſaid United Kingdom be repre- 
lented in one and the ſame Parliament, to be 
ſtiled the Parliament of the United Kingdom 


of Great Britain and Ireland, and that ſuch a | 


number of Lords Spiritual end T emporal, 
and ſuch a number of Members of the Houſe 


of Commons, as ſhall be hereafter agreed 


upon by Acts of the reſpective Parliaments 
as aforeſaid, ſhall fit and vote in the ſaid 
Parliament on the Part of Ireland, and 
mhall be ſummoned, choſen and returned, 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be ſixed by an 
Act of the Parliament of Ireland, pre- 
vious to the ſaid Union; and that every 
Member hereafter to ſit and vote in the 
1aid Parliament of the United Kingdom 
ſhall, until the ſaid Parliament ſhall other- 
wiſe provide, take and ſubſcribe the ſame 
Oaths, and make the ſame Declara- 
tions as are by Law required to be taken, 


ſubſeribed and made by the Members of 


the Farlaments: of: Great Britain and Ire- 
land. | hs grit | 


«th, That for the ame urpoſs | It ape alſo 
to this Committee, that it would be fit to 
propoſe that the Churches of England and 


Ireland, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſ- 
G - cipline, 


— 1 — —— — - 


ney —ů——— —— 
7 2 


— Y 


Ä 


o N DID 4 / ; 1 — — - — 
: ww. De 0 won gr , 3 Cow" — . Fa oo 
8 = COOPER. * — — 7 2 3 3 . OD 
W * — — — — — 2 W ae 42 
— 8 & ” ee a — 2 1 —— þ — 2 — * 
— Glide wed ea T. — — — * l — l — * . 972 2 = = 
2 — — ; * . — · I 9 o — 

— — — 


37 
1 
1 

f 
1 


. 
: 
; 
{ 


ea ER e 


* r 
Kat 2% . — 
— . — — — p ̃¶ d eh ur ON 
* 5 . 
* 


* . een 


A | — 
8 —— = . IT CAE ETD 
* A 


to this Committee, that it would be fit to Err: 
poſe that His wa Wwe fy Subjects in Ire 


cipline, and Government thereof, ſhall be 


| 


- preſerved as now by Law Eſtabliſhed. 
eth, That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alfo 


* 


and 


all at all times hereafter be entitled to the 


lame Privileges, and be on fame footing in 
reſpect of Trade and Navigation, in all 
Ports and Places belonging to Great Britain, 


and in all caſes with reſpect to which Trea- 
ties ſhall be made by His Majeſty, his Heirs 
or Succeſſors, with any Foreign Power, as 
His Majeſty's Subjects in Great Britain; 


that no Duty ſhall be impoſed on the Im- 
port or Export between Great Britain and 
Ireland of any Articles now Duty free; and 
that on other Articles there ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed, for a time to be limited, ſuch a mo- 
derate rate of equal Duties as ſhall; previous 
to the Union, be agreed upon and approved 
by the reſpective Parliaments, ſubject, after 
the expiration of ſuch limited time, to be 
diminiſhed equally with reſpect to both 

Kingdoms, but in no caſe to be increaſed; 
that all Articles which may at any time 


hereafter be imported into Great Britain 
from Foreign Parts, ſhall be importable 
through either Kingdom into the other, 
ſubject to the like Duties and Regulations as 


if the ſame were imported directly from 
Foreign Parts; that where any Articles, the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of either 


Kingdom, are ſubject to any internal Duty 
in 


ST 


in one e Kingdom, ſuch countervailing Duties 
(over and above any Duties on Import to 
be fixed 28 1 Hall be impoſed as ſhall 


be neceſſary 2 any inequality in 


that re; ſpect; that all other matters. of 
Trade de ommerce, other than the fore- 
* going, and than ſuch others as may before 
t nion be ſpecially red, upon for the 
due encouragement of the Agriculture and 
Manufactures of the ref ede Kingdoms, 
' hall remain to be regulated from time to 
| time by the wont Parliament, 


5th, That for the os pope rpoſe it would be fit 
to propoſe, that the charge ariſin from 
the payment of the Intereſt or Sinkin 

: — for the reduction of the Princip — 
| if the Debt incurred in either Kiagdam 
| before the Union, ſhall. continue to be 
ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain and 


Ireland reſpectively. That, for a number 


85 years to be limited, the future ordinary 
expences of the united Kingdom, in Peace 
8 or War, ſhall be deff N by E ne Brie 

tain and Ireland jointly according 
uch proportions as halt ho eſtabliſhed by 
| 1 8 reſpective Parliaments previous to th 

Union; and that after the expiration of 
the time to be ſo limited, the proportion 
hall not be liable to be varied, except ac- 
_ cording to ſuch rates and principles as ſhall 
be in like manner agreed * rrevious ta 
the N ; 
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8th, That for the like purpoſe it lads be 
ſit to propoſe, that all Laws in force at 
the time of the Union, and that all the 
Courts of Civil or Eccleſiaſtical. Juriſdiction 
within the reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall re- 
main as now by Law eſtablifhed within the 
ſame, ſubject only to ſuch alterations or 
regulations from time. to time as circum- 
ſtances may appear to the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom to require. 


That the 0 Refolutions be laid before 
His Majefty, with an humble Addrefs, af- 
ſuring His Majeſty that we have proceeded 
with the utmoſt attention to the conſide- 
ration of the important objects recom- 
mended to us in his ar acti 188 


Meſlage. 


| That we entertain a firm perſuaſion that a 
WY complete and entiie Union between Great 
Wil Britain and Ireland, founded 6n equal and 


| liberal Principles, on the ſimilarity ' of 
1 Laws, Conſtitution and Se and 


on a ſenſe of mutual Interefts, and Affec- 
tions, by promoting the Security, Wealth, 
and Commerce of the refpective Kingdoms, 
and by allaying the diſtractions which have 
=}: unhappily prevailed i in Ireland, muſt afford 
1 freſh means of oppoſing at "All times an 
| | eitectual reſiſtance to the deſtruttive Projects 
of our Foreign and Domeſtic Fnemies, and 
mult tend to confirm and augment the Sta- 
bility, Power, and Nn of the Em, 


pire. Co 
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Impreſſed with theſe conſiderations, we feel it 


our dygy-humbly to lay before His Majeſty 


' ſuch Propoſitions as appear to us beſt calcu« "i 


| lated to form the Baſis of ſuch a Settlement, 
leaving it to His Majeſty's wiſdom, at ſuch 

time and in ſuch manner as His Majeſty, in 
his Parental Solicitude for the happineſs of 
his People, ſhall judge fit to communicate 


theſe Propoſitions to his Parliament of Ire- 


land, with whom we ſhall be at all times 
ready to concur in all ſuch Meaſures as may. . 


be found moſt conducive to the accompliſh« 


ment of this great and ſalutary Work. And 


we truſt that, after full and mature conſi- 


deration, ſuch a Settlement may be fram- 
ed and eſtabliſhed, by the deliberative Con- 


Fe ſent of the Parliaments of both Kingdoms, 
as may be conformable to the Sentiments, 


Wiſhes, and real Intereſts of His Majeſty's 
faithful Subjects in Great Britain and Ire« 
land, and may unite them inſeparably in 


= the full enjoyment of the bleſſings of our 


7 free and invaluable Conſtitution, in the ſup, 
1 — of the Honour and Dignity of His 


Mlajeſty's Crown, and in the preſervation 


and advancement of the Welfare and Pr ofe 


| _þerity of the whole Britiſh Empire, 
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